
NEWS FROM THE PEWS...
News and Inspiration from St. Andrew's United Church, Georgetown, ON

Thursday January 26, 2023

We stream our worship services Sundays at 10 am
on Facebook Live, YouTube, Twitter, Twitch & 100.3 FM

Click on the icons below to connect!

 
St. Andrew's United Church

This Sunday we will be looking at the importance of blessings. Some will say,
“God Bless You” when you have done a kind act for someone, or you will hear,
“bless You” after someone sneezes, or some will write at the bottom of an
email, “blessings”. We say or write these sorts of things to show kindness to
others and allow us to know that God’s blessings are always there. 

We see the blessings of God every day if we slow down and notice them. it
could be someone who shovels our driveway without being asked or offered to
pay for our coffee in the Tim Horton’s drive-through. These small acts of
kindness are showing blessing to others. 

Our scripture reading on Sunday from Matthew 5 is all about blessings. The
Beatitudes are part of Jesus’ famous Sermon on the Mount. Jesus teaches his
followers the importance of living a life of blessings. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLnvnC1CpDVRQOjuJfTUfPQ
https://www.facebook.com/StAndrewsUnitedGeorgetown/
https://twitter.com/SaintAndrewsUC
https://www.twitch.tv/standrewsuc
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1116358109260/33cc5b55-f090-49e0-892e-16fbe0f48501
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=News+from+the+Pews+-+January+26%2C+2023%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1116358109260/33cc5b55-f090-49e0-892e-16fbe0f48501
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1116358109260/33cc5b55-f090-49e0-892e-16fbe0f48501


In our service, we will look at the secrets to living a blessed life and how we
can be a blessing to others.

Reading: Micah 6:1-8; Matthew 5:1-12
Meditation: The Secrets to Blessed Living!

There are a few key vacancies on the St. Andrew’s church board. Alan
Grundy’s term on the board is now up and we are looking for a replacement.
And Brian Heinmiller has submitted his resignation as our church treasurer
after many years of dedicated service. We thank both of them for their time on
the board and wish them well in future endeavors.

The following vacancies are available:
Board Chairperson

Board Director for Finances
Board Director for Building and Maintenance

Treasurer
Vice Treasurer

M and P committee – 2 members
Worship Leadership team- 2 members

Board of Trustees- 2 members
Christian Education Leadership Team- 1 member

Finance Leadership Team- 2 members
 
For the board positions members will need to be members of St. Andrew’s
United Church, but for other positions, they are open to anyone willing to
provide leadership.

If you are interested in any of these positions or want to nominate someone,
please speak to Alan Grundy or Grant Williams.

St. Andrew's has a team of people assisting in the Out
of the Cold program 'housed' at Knox Presbyterian
Church in downtown Georgetown. An evening meal,
safe overnight accommodation, and a simple
breakfast is offered to anyone who desires it. Over the
last 6 weeks, 'Out of the Cold' volunteers have
provided 4-5 nights shelter out of every 7. Our own



volunteer roster includes-Jackie Gray, Ove Andersen,
Ross and Jean Leckie, Alex Mackenzie, Jan and Bill
Pennycook, Joanne Wardle, and Grant Williams. We
can use more volunteers for the overnight shift (11pm-
6 am) and the morning shift (6-8am). For more
information please contact Ross Leckie. 

We will be hosting our Pancake Supper. This will be a meal for anyone with
pancakes, sausages, fruit and beverages. All are welcome! Admission will be

by donation only. We are in need of youth and adult helpers. Please sign up on
the bulletin board or see Grant Williams.



We are pleased to announce Stephanie Scott
has accepted the position of church custodian!
We are pleased to have a committed member of
the congregation who knows and cares so much
for the church to take on this important role.

M & P also wanted to thank Tammy Levante for
her dedicated and selfless support of the church
over these last few months. We have been lucky

and most grateful to have Tammy's leadership in getting us through in the
interim and her skills have helped set the bar for the consistency required in
the role. We wish her the best in her new professional adventure.

GFORCe3 is having a fundraising dinner entitled “A Loverly Evening with



GFORCe3” on Saturday, February 11, 2023. These funds are to bring two
Afghan families to Canada, and until then support them while they are hiding

out in Pakistan. Could you please advertise this community event in your
bulletin/announcements throughout the month of January and the first Sunday

in February? A poster with details of the dinner is attached. A silent auction
may be added to the evening.

Please ensure all your reports are submitted ASAP to the office.

February 12 following worship at 10:30 AM. This year our meeting will be held
in the sanctuary and will be both in person and online by zoom. As zoom link
will be sent out prior to the meeting. For those planning to connect by zoom,
we will try to provide microphones for all speakers in the sanctuary so all can
be heard. 



We are hoping to run a youth faith confirmation class in the new year at St.
Andrew’s. This will be open to anyone in grades 8 and up. If your son or

daughter, or grandchild is interested please speak to Rev. Grant 

It's cold out there. On February 25, 2023, our team "Georgetown United
Angels" is going to do something about it. Together with thousands of

Canadians across the country, we're walking and fundraising to support and
serve people and families experiencing homelessness, hurt, and hunger in our

community. Please, give generously by clicking the "Donate Now" button
below. You're also welcome to join our team too with the link below!

Coldest Night of the Year

USED BATTERIES
The Georgetown Hospital Volunteer Association
has an ongoing fundraising program for the
recycling of used batteries. We now have a
collection box on the table by the photocopier where
the pop tab and other collection boxes are.

https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?teamID=990885&langPref=en-CA


If you or your child wishes to be baptized at
St. Andrew’s, please contact Grant

Williams to find out more information. 

C ircle of Friends meets on the 2 nd and
4th Friday, 5th if there is one in the

mornings. All are welcome to attend. 

Our weekly bible study is heldon thursdays
at 10 am in person at the church. 

Everyone is welcome!

The choir practives Thursday evenings at 7
pm.  All are welcome!  No previous

experience required!

The name calling startedThe name calling started
when she was about threewhen she was about three

years old.years old.

The name calling started when she was
about three years old. They were racial
slurs, and names, and taunts. My child,
my own flesh and blood, was being
ostracized for having Black skin. The

people slinging the insults? Other children on the playground….
She may not have necessarily always understood the particular terms that they
used, but she knew that it was related to her Blackness and her racial identity.
And this deeply wounded her tender heart….

Despite all of our intentional modelling, teaching, and proactive actions, our
child is still already developing internalized racism and inferior notions of



herself.

The children who were taunting her were offering explicit and overt notions of
racism, but they were children! They had not even started primary school! And
yet, the children had already learned behaviour (at home, or elsewhere in
society) that Whiteness is superior. And, they had the audacity to vocalize that
to an innocent little child….

This is in part why I am so deeply committed to dismantling racism in all its
forms—racism is damaging and destructive for all people in society. It
reinforces negative notions for people of colour. I live it in a particular way
because of my own racial identity, as a Black person who has lived with racial
injustice my entire life.

The systemic nature of racism is something that cannot be ignored…. This
effort to overcome racism is a continuous effort. And I am committed to this
work for the long haul.

I hope that you will be too.

This past Sunday we an exciting
time at church. we had a full
church with the St. John’s
Congregation joining us for
worship. It was so nice to see the
two choirs singing together and
Susan Whaley and Mark Peterson
playing the organ and piano
together. Sue Cowan and I shared
the liturgy and it was nice to
collaborate in the service. Overall, we had a nice feeling together as we joined
for the Week of prayer for Christian Unity.

I want to say a huge thank you to all the congregation of St. John’s for joining
us and to St. Andrew’s for offering such great hospitality. We look forward to
sharing worship again in April at the St. John’s United Church.

Sunday was truly a blessing for me as the worship leader and I hope it was for
you all also. If you were not here in worship, I hope you will be able to watch it
online later. We offer an apology again for the live stream going down again.
Our internet conked out again near the start of the service and there are two
segments of the service posted on Facebook. We are working on a solution to
this issue. 

Changes are coming to the back of the church! At our board meeting this week
we approved the reconstruction of the AV booth. If you have ever looked at the
back of the church, you will have noticed an array of loose cables, a folding
table and random pieces of equipment. In the coming weeks, we will be
rebuilding our AV to provide a more organized and secure place for AV crew.
We hope this new set up will be more streamlined and easier to operate each
week. Stay tuned for more.

Coming up in two weeks we will be holding our annual meeting on February
12th. At this meeting, we will be looking at how we are doing as a congregation



and setting a way forward for 2023. We will hear an update from our long range
Vision team. We are hopeful for 2023 as our finances are in good shape due to
increases in giving donations, new rentals, and fundraising initiatives. The
latter half of 2022 we saw more people attending and more newcomers joining
the church. This is such a blessing as we emerge from the pandemic stronger. 

On February 12th we will be holding a brief worship service of just 30 minutes
and then the meeting will follow immediately. This will be a in person and on
line meeting lasting no later than 12 PM, as we need to be out to allow our
three rentals to come in after us. we hope you will join us.

Next Sunday I will be away on a week of study. In my absence, Scott Martin
will be leading the worship service.
 
Blessings,  
Grant 

 

Our Charitable Registration Number is: 892633462RR0001

Our basement is now the new home of SO Fitness! They have a Grand
Opening coming up with a 3 class trial pass. Sandy also does private fitness

classes for those that are interested. Further details can be found at
www.sofitness.ca.



Halton as we know it today is rich in history and modern traditions of many First Nations and the Métis.
From the Anishinabe to the Attawandaron, the Haudenosaunee, and the Métis - these lands surrounding
the Great Lakes are steeped in Indigenous history. We acknowledge and thank the Mississauga's of the

Credit First Nation for sharing their traditional territory with us.
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