
NEWS FROM THE PEWS...
News and Inspiration from St. Andrew's United Church, Georgetown, ON

Thursday December 8, 2022

We stream our worship services Sundays at 10 am
on Facebook Live, YouTube, Twitter, Twitch & 100.3 FM

Click on the icons below to connect!

 
This Week's Theme: Advent 3 Advent Joy

This week we continue our advent series called Generation to Generation from
A Sanctified Art. Each week we look at different ways for how we connect with
God through this Advent season. On Sunday we look at how we can choose
joy in the midst of struggle. So often our mindsets are wired to lead us toward
things that cause us fear or harm. But with faith in Christ, we can choose the
better way. The way of Joy!  

The season of Advent is a time of waiting and preparation. It is also a time to
look for joy in the world around us. Joy is everywhere if we open our years and
seek out the smiling faces, the laughter and the generosity people show to one
another. Joy is what keeps us going in life. Without Joy we could be sad all the
time and who wishes that?  

Joy is God allows us to see Christ in action. It allows our hearts to be filled with
happiness and positive energy from others.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLnvnC1CpDVRQOjuJfTUfPQ
https://www.facebook.com/StAndrewsUnitedGeorgetown/
https://twitter.com/SaintAndrewsUC
https://www.twitch.tv/standrewsuc
https://giftswithvision.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1116358109260/6f0e828a-d768-4333-90b8-287ce3a11cbe
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=News+from+the+Pews+-+December+8%2C+2022%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1116358109260/6f0e828a-d768-4333-90b8-287ce3a11cbe
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1116358109260/6f0e828a-d768-4333-90b8-287ce3a11cbe


In our reading from the prophet Isaiah, he says, “the wilderness and the dry
land will be glad, the desert will rejoice and blossom; like a crocus it shall
blossom abundantly and rejoice with singing. This passage brings joy to the
people of Israel and it brings joy to us also in 2022. Let us all go through our
lives with joy in our hearts as we rejoice in God. 

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 35: 1-10, Matthew 11:2-11  

Meditation: Seeking Joy in God! 

St. Andrew's United Church

The Long-Range Vision Team in inviting you to a community Town hall
Meeting on Saturday December 10th 9 AM to 1 PM at St. Andrew’s. This will
be an opportunity to share ideas, vision and have conversation with others as
we create our future together as a congregation. We encourage as many
people as possible to attend. If you are interested in being part of this day,
please sign up on the sheet provided in the foyer or speak to our Co-Chairs
Mark Wyatt or Kimberly Floyd. There is a link to register online fore this event.
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/st-andrews-united-church-town-hall-tickets-
465968683877

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/st-andrews-united-church-town-hall-tickets-465968683877


Note the 8 am time change due to the church town hall.



In addition to coffee, tea and juice we will be serving hot chocolate at
fellowship. Come out and get in the Christmas Spirit.

NEW SANCTUARY KEYS!
Our sanctuary has new keys! If you require a key to the sanctuary
please contact the office for one.

CHRISTMAS CARDS!
Our St. Andrew's United Church community

mailbox is out and available for everyone to leave
their Christmas cards. It can be found in the lobby.







We are hoping to run a youth faith confirmation class in the new year at St.
Andrew’s. This will be open to anyone in grades 8 and up. If your son or
daughter, or grandchild is interested please speak to Rev. Grant 

A person from Brampton is looking at possibly
joining our choir but requires a ride from Brampton at
about 6 pm on Thursdays. Susan will ensure she is
able to return home. If there is anyone that could
offer a ride please let the office or Susan know!

mailto:susanwhaley@sympatico.ca


This is a great magazine with a broad range of topics!

The following are coming up in Jan/Feb. edition. 
Keeping Faith on Death Row
Ramiro Gonzales faces execution in Texas. Since 2014, a United Church minister
has been his spiritual compass.

What’s in a Name?
Some people think Negro Creek Road in Grey County, Ont., should be
renamed. For others, it shines a light on the rural area’s Black history.

Born a Week Apart
In my 60s, I discovered the half-brother I never knew I had — and began to
unravel the complicated story of our births

It's Gift Subscription season!
Group Subscribers are eligible for very special gift subscription rates. Please see
our Special Gift Cover Wrap located on the December and January/February
issues. The first gift is just $25*, all subsequent gifts are only $20*! (*before tax)
– up to 64% off the subscription price!

 A gift subscription to Broadview will make a meaningful and conversation-
creating gift for everyone on their Christmas list: daughters and sons, aunts and
uncles, friends and caregivers. A subscription to Broadview is the gift that will
inspire all year long!

Look for the gift subscription card from their December or January/February
issues or use this link: broadview.org/giftsubs or call 1-866-807-5515 and use
the code GIFTS22G for the special rate.

http://broadview.org/giftsubs


If you or your child wishes to be baptized at
St. Andrew’s, please contact Grant

Williams to find out more information. 

C ircle of Friends meets on the 2 nd and
4th Friday, 5th if there is one in the

mornings. All are welcome to attend. 

Our weekly bible study is heldon thursdays
at 10 am in person at the church. 

Everyone is welcome!

The choir practives Thursday evenings at 7
pm.  All are welcome!  No previous

experience required!

Children are the mostChildren are the most
vulnerable group invulnerable group in
Colombia.Colombia.
We all know what it’s like to feel our
spirit lift at the first note of music or to
sense our minds being pried open by
an enlightening radio or television
show. Deep down we know that art
changes our lives.

For hundreds of children living in
Córdoba, Colombia, arts programs supported through your Mission &
Service gifts teach children about their rights, give them an opportunity to
express themselves, and promote peace-making as well as gender justice.
“Providing workshops for children that teach them about their rights empowers
them to think critically about themselves and their country. Through media, art,
music, and theatre, they learn about important social issues, human rights, and
gender equality,” says the Latin American Center for Popular Communication
(CEPALC).

Children are the most vulnerable group in Colombia. Eighty-four percent of
violent acts in Colombia are committed against children. Two and a half million
children living there work to sustain their families. Many are forced into
dangerous labour. That’s why CEPALC designs programs in sectors hardest
hit by poverty and violence.

"I told my mom that we had seen some works of Mahatma Gandhi, Nelson
Mandela, and Flora Tristan. I remember that they taught us that we must
defend the rights of us women. What I like, in general, is that they taught us

https://united-church.ca/donate


that we must make peace,” says Amelie, an eight-year-old girl who lives in
Bogotá and workshop participant. “Thanks to CEPALC workshops, I’ll be a
writer, and I will write things so that children will promote and defend peace,
following Jesus’ examples. I will defend and promote our rights in my stories so
that nobody can disrespect us or the rights that we have. When I am an adult, I
won’t be doing violence against anybody.”

 
Last Sunday was a joy filled day. We
had a wonderful beginning to our
worship service with a flash mob of
our choir singing, “Prepare ye the way
of the Lord.” The church was full and
there was a great deal of energy in the
space. It felt good to be at church!
many thanks to the choir singing and
to all the children who sang and

danced along with them.
 
After worship, we gathered in the gym for coffee and fellowship and then
gathered up all the food donations for the Bread Basket. I am happy to report
that your donations exceeded 325 pounds this year! Way to go!! 

This Saturday, we have our Town Hall meeting planned. Starting at 9 am we will
gather in the sanctuary to begin our half day meeting to have conversations
about the future of St. Andrew’s. our vision team has been working hard to do
some research and look at some statistics as we planned for this Town Hall
Day. This will be a meeting for discussions, presentation, and community
building. There will not be any decisions made on this day. We now have
around 50 people signed up but there is room for more. If you wish to attend
on Saturday, please sign up with this link.  

This is your opportunity to have a say into our future direction. I have to say so
far this fall has been amazing with many new people joining the church,
newcomers attending, our choir with record numbers each week, our Sunday
school growing again and many people stepping up to volunteer for events. I
am certainly happy with how things are going now and am pleased to say that
we have exceeded our pre-covid worship attendance. So many churches have
been struggling to get back to church post pandemic and St. Andrew’s has
been growing all fall. Additionally, we have been working hard to secure new
rental tenants. As of this week we have signed a contract with a Boxing gym
who will be renting our basement for exercise classes each week. This will give
us a big boost in our rental revenues. St. Andrew’s is on thew move and has a
positive future! We thank God for all who come and make up this community
of faith. 
 
Blessings,
Grant

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/st-andrews-united-church-town-hall-tickets-465968683877


Our Charitable Registration Number is: 892633462RR0001



Halton as we know it today is rich in history and modern traditions of many First Nations and the Métis.
From the Anishinabe to the Attawandaron, the Haudenosaunee, and the Métis - these lands surrounding
the Great Lakes are steeped in Indigenous history. We acknowledge and thank the Mississauga's of the

Credit First Nation for sharing their traditional territory with us.
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